
One of our FCGG champi-

ons and supporters, Debo-

rah Jordan, joined this 

"Walk" planned by Third 

Act Ohio, called The Great 

Ohio Climate March, a 

13-day, 100+ mile trek that 

took place from May 16 to 

May 28, 2026. It was suc-

cessfully completed and 

aimed to protest fossil fuel 

dependence and fracking 

on Ohio's public lands.   

She wrote: . 

I walked 103 plus miles 

over 13 days from Athens 

via Salt Fork State Park 

(where the State now per-

mits fracking) to Columbus 

on the Buckeye Trail and 

other backroads, bike paths 

and sidewalks. This was a 

well-planned journey by 

Third Act Ohio with a 

group of 24 to 40 people 

regularly participating to 

draw attention to the beau-

ty of the natural world, to 

the downside of fracking in 

SE Ohio, and to the sprawl-

ing/guzzling data centers 

(now prominently in the 

news) near Columbus need-

ing the fuel of fracked gas. 

There were 83 people walk-

ing the last 3 miles to the 

State Capitol where we 

formed 19 different lobby-

ing groups to meet with 

representatives or their 

aides about these issues. 

Personally, I wasn’t sure of 

my ability to march the 

whole way, but I had just 

read a book called Grand-

ma Gatewood’s Walk 

when I heard about this 

march. Grandma Gatewood 

walked the 2198-mile Ap-

palachian Trail by herself 

without special shoes three 

times starting in the 

1950’s.  Our march started 

in Athens where I used to 

live and still have relatives 

just south of there, where 

Grandma Gatewood also 

lived, in Meigs County. I 

was ready (mostly) for a 

pilgrimage. 

Along the way, there were 

a variety of educational 

presentations, daily agenda 

meetings, and singing ses-

sions. We also memorial-

ized those people around 

the world who had been 

murdered for their eco-

activism.. Cont’d on p.3 

Festival of Faiths 

The Festival of Faiths, 

EquaSion’s flagship event, 

is a joyful celebration of 

faith and friendship, where 

we build beloved communi-

ty by coming together to 

learn from one another.  

Faith Communities Go 

Green will be an exhibitor 

at the 9th Annual Festival 

of Faiths which will be held 

on Sunday, August 2nd 

from 1-5 PM at the Cintas 

Center at Xavier Universi-

ty. The theme this year is 

Compassion through Ac-

tion: Unity in Diversity. 

The 9th Annual Festival 

reimagines the Interfaith 

Celebration with immer- 
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sive experiences and an 

Exhibitor Village explor-

ing 30+ faith traditions. 

The festival also features 

live music, reflective 

spaces, and a dedicated 

children’s activity center, 

ensuring all ages can ex-

plore and learn.  

   All ARE WELCOME! 

 



The in-person guided tour of the beau-

tiful Gorman Heritage Farm on June 

14th was a fun event attended by over 

40 people. Besides the guided tours of 

the entire farm, everyone enjoyed fel-

lowship with one another as we ate a 

delicious potluck dinner and played a 

Bingo Game on Caring for our Planet! 

Our special thanks to Mike Eck for 

helping us plan this wonderful out-

door event, which we hope to do more 

of in the future. The best thing was 

that it was a Zero-Waste event and 

even the Recycling Bag was empty at 

the end of the event! 

County, and Green Umbrella pro-

grams, including the Greenspace Alli-

ance and Green & Healthy Schools. 

Join us on August 12 from 3:30–5:00 

PM for the Climate Action Fellow-

ship Showcase, where Fellows and 

their partners will share the projects, 

insights, and progress they’ve devel-

oped this summer. Then keep the con-

versation going at Green Drinks at 

Somerset OTR from 5:15–7:15 

PM for an evening of networking and 

community connection.  

Both events are free and open to the 

public.  

Each year, Green Umbrella’s Climate 

Action Fellowship reminds us how 

much can happen when emerging 

leaders, local governments, and com-

munity partners come together 

around climate action. As this year’s 

cohort reaches the midpoint of the 

program, we’re excited to celebrate 

the progress Fellows have already 

made and the meaningful work under-

way across our region. In just a few 

short months, Fellows are helping 

advance climate planning and projects 

with Anderson Township, the Village 

of Mariemont, the City of Covington, 

the City of Cincinnati, Hamilton  

 

 

Visiting Gorman Heritage Farm 
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                  Walking the Talk cont’d 

zation through the installation pro-

cess, provide you with low-cost 

financing, and help you receive feder-

al solar tax credits, designed to gener-

ate immediate savings. 

Click here to Schedule a Free Consul-

tation. 

Please go to this Resource Page to 

learn more about this Solar Co-op. 

 The City of Cincinnati’s Office of En-

vironment  and Sustainability, along-

side partners RE-VOLV, Solar United 

Neighbors, and Faith Communities 

Go Green, has launched the Solar Co-

Op Program for local nonprofits, 

schools, and houses of worship. 

The program provides the technical 

assistance needed to assess your ener-

gy needs and size a solar system for 

your facility. It will guide your organi-

A Solar Co-Op Program for Local Nonprofits,  
Schools and Houses of Worship 
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Two of us also initiated a silent 

hike when we were on the Buck-

eye Trail. Besides learning about 

the land, air, water issues of the 

area, I learned a lot about foot-

care (only had a few blisters), 

that my tent leaked in the rain, 

and that I could be adaptable to 

the changing conditions of rainy, 

chilly, and hot weather as well as 

sleep in a tent, on a floor and on a 

couch.  I was on the zero-waste 

subgroup which did a good job of 

composting and a fair job of recy-

cling. Together, we took thousands 

of steps to build a community with 

each other and the land. One song 

we sang was a reminder of our 

connection to other struggles when 

coal miners tried to unionize in the 

1860’s: “Step by step, the longest 

march has been won, has been 

won.”   

 

 

Free Energy Audits 

FCGG will be starting another cam-

paign of free energy audits for houses 

of worship in the 10-county area sur-

rounding Cincinnati served by Green 

Umbrella, Greater Cincinnati’s prem-

ier regional sustainability alliance.  

You can nominate your house of wor-

ship, or better, have them contact us 

at: facilities@fcgg.org or fill out our 

EEI survey at https:/fcgg.org/

survey/. 

 

To participate, houses of worship 

will need to identify one or more 

volunteers to take our 3-session 

training course to help perform 

these audits.  We also will need 12 

continuous months of recent utili-

ty bills as described in the:    

 

EEI-5 pdf 

This is a great opportunity for your  

house of worship to begin saving 

money and embark on its energy 

efficiency journey to reduce its ener-

gy cost burden and also become a 

greener congregation.  Applica-

tions are requested by Aug 15, 

2026. 

 

https://re-volv.org/solar/apply/?utm_source=solarizingswohio&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=solarizing_swohio&utm_content=hero_cta
https://southwestohiosolar.org/
https://fcgg.org/survey/
https://fcgg.org/survey/
https://fcgg.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EEI-Utility-5.pdf


Upcoming Events 

 

FCGG Book Club Meeting on 26th  

August, 2026, 7pm 

This book club meeting will be facilitated 

by one of our FCGG Book Club members, 

Bryn Weller. 

From forest trails in Korea, to islands in 

Finland, to eucalyptus groves in Califor-

nia, in this book, author, Florence Wil-

liams investigates the science behind na-

ture’s positive effects on the brain. Delving 

into brand-new research, she uncovers the 

powers of the natural world to improve 

health, promote reflection and innovation, 

and strengthen our relationships. As our 

modern lives shift dramatically indoors, 

these ideas--and the answers they yield--

are more urgent than ever. To join us, 

please register using  our  Zoom link.  

To learn more and join Faith 
Communities Go Green, a Green 
Umbrella and  EquaSion collabo-
ration, go to: www.fcgg.org 

Join a Working Group  

Advocacy:  

Contact Ariel at 

advocacy@fcgg.org 

Facilities:  

Contact Ken at  

facilities@fcgg.org  

Education/Lifestyles:        

Contact Becca at    

education@fcgg.org 

Membership Engagement:  

Contact Donna at  

fcggmembers@gmail.com  

Guided Tour of Rumpke’s Recycling Facility 

The Education/Lifestyles Working Group of Faith Communi-

ties Go Green invites you to register for an in-person Guided 

Tour of Rumpke’s Recycling Facility 

Date: September 30, 2026 

Time: 9am -10:30 am (arrive by 8:45am) 

Location: 5535 Vine Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45217 (St. Ber-

nard) 

As part of our efforts to educate and inspire our community 

members to change their lifestyles one baby step at a time, to 

live in harmony with nature, FCGG has organized this tour to 

educate us on how much waste we create, and even if we throw 

things in a bin to be recycled, so much effort and energy goes 

into this material waste recovery process.  We hope that the 

tour inspires us not only to recycle everything we can responsi-

bly, but even better than that, consider reducing our consump-

tion and changing our buying habits, so we produce as little 

recyclable waste as possible.  

Recyclable material is sorted at Rumpke’s Cincinnati Material 

Recovery Facility (MRF).  It is one of the largest residential 

recycling plants in North America and serves 4.5 million peo-

ple with the capacity of processing at least 55 tons of recycling 

per hour. The tour includes a short video, a review of items ac-

ceptable for recycling and a walking tour of the plant to show 

how the recyclable materials are sorted. Tours last approxi-

mately 60-90 minutes.  Tour participants must be at least thir-

teen years of age.  

Please REGISTER to RSVP. The tour capacity is only 20 peo-

ple so register as soon as you can.  For everyone beyond the 

first 20 registrations, we will organize another tour for you at 

a later date, so please still fill out this form so we know 

you are interested in going for this tour, and we will get 

in touch with you with another date. 

A Watch Party hosted by FCGG 

Date: September 28, 2026 

Time:  6:30 pm 

This is an In-Person event at Earth Connection, 370 Neeb 

Road, Cincinnati 45233, to watch virtually Bill McKibben’s 

keynote address at the Annual Environment and Spirituality 

Summit organized by Faith In Place.  More  details coming 

soon. 

FCGGs Annual Anniversary Celebration 

Date: November 1, 2026 

Time: 3pm - 6pm  

This is an in-person event. More details coming soon. 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/zHfPzHRATNSbwJ2ga009KQ#/registration

